
 

St John’s Hingham - Lenten Bible Series  

02/25 - Joshua to Malachi 

 

Key Teaching Points About this Portion of the Bible:  

● The actual time frame is approximately 1000 years, excluding Job,  although some of the books are not in 

chronological order in the Bible and were written much later and in some cases.  

● There are three key events that happen: arrival in the Promised Land, the building of the Temple and the 

exile into Babylon.  

● There are three categories of books that teach us about this time period: the historical books, the wisdom 

books and the prophets.  

● There are themes that carry throughout this portion of the Bible and into the New Testament that will help 

us understand the scripture as a whole.  

● We end this portion of the Bible with the Israelites looking for the return of their King who will bring their 

kingdom back into unity.  

 

Rough Chronology - About 1000 Years Total  

● Entry into Promised Land & Joshua's rule: 1410 B.C. - 1390 B.C. (Deuteronomy to Joshua)  

● Beginning of Judges 1245 B.C. - 1045 B.C. (Judges & 1  Samuel)  

● Unified Monarchy: Saul, David, Solomon 1095 B.C - 930 B.C (Samuel - Chronicles)  

○ Temple Built 974 B.C. 

● Kingdom Splits Into Judah and Judea 930 B.C. (Prophets Written)  

○ Israel, the Northern Kingdom: 930 B.C. – 725 B.C. 

■ Amos serves as Prophet: circa 750 B.C. (Amos) 

■ Isaiah serves as Prophet: circa 690 B.C. (Isaiah)  

○ Judah, the Southern Kingdom: 930 B.C. – 590 B.C. 

● Daniel taken to Babylon: 605 B.C. (Daniel) 

● Temple Rebuilt: 530 B.C. – 515 B.C. (Ezra) 

● Esther becomes Queen & Saves the Jews: 475 B.C.& 470 B.C. (Esther)  

 



 

 

 

Books in Biblical Order  

 

● Historical Books: 

○ Joshua 

○ Judges 

○ Ruth 

○ 1 Samuel 

○ 2 Samuel 

○ 1 Kings 

○ 2 Kings 

○ 1 Chronicles 

○ 2 Chronicles 

○ Ezra 

○ Nehemiah 

○ Esther 

● Poetry Books:  

○ Job. 

○ Psalms 

○ Proverbs 

○ Ecclesiastes 

○ Songs of Solomon 

 

● Books of the Prophets: 

○ Major Prophets 

■ Isaiah 

■ Jeremiah 

■ Lamentations 

■ Ezekiel 

■ Daniel 

○ Minor Prophets 

■ Hosea 

■ Joel 

■ Amos 

■ Obadiah 

■ Jonah 

■ Micah 

■ Nahum 

■ Habakkuk 

■ Zephaniah 

■ Haggai 

■ Zechariah 

■ Malachi 

Three Ways of Knowing this Period 

● Historical Texts: Reporting on “the facts” of what happened  

● Wisdom Texts: Human/emotional response to what happened  

● Prophetical Text: Does this response align with the way of God?  

  

Key Themes in this Portion of the Hebrew Bible 

● The Promised Land is a sign of God’s faithfulness to Israel and governing and caring for the land justly is of 

utmost importance.  

● We demonstrate gratitude to God by honoring God, one another, and the land though obeying God’s laws.  

● The value of the establishment of The Temple as the most holy place in which God’s essence resides.  

● Our ability to obey God directly impacts the level of protection and favor we receive from God.  

● God fights for those who are oppressed by society and likewise asks us to be righteous, merciful and just.  

● God desires to be in relationship with us and continually invites us back through judges, prophets and 

eventually Jesus.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Readings for Today  

Historical Text Prophetic Text  

2 Chronicles 26 ---  Uzziah as King  
 
26 Then all the people of Judah took Uzziah, who was 
sixteen years old, and made him king to succeed his 
father Amaziah. 2 He rebuilt Eloth and restored it to 
Judah, after the king slept with his ancestors. 3 Uzziah 
was sixteen years old when he began to reign, and he 
reigned fifty-two years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name 
was Jecoliah of Jerusalem. 4 He did what was right in 
the sight of the Lord, just as his father Amaziah had 
done. 5 He set himself to seek God in the days of 
Zechariah, who instructed him in the fear of God; and 
as long as he sought the Lord, God made him prosper. 
 
6 He went out and made war against the Philistines, 
and broke down the wall of Gath and the wall of 
Jabneh and the wall of Ashdod; he built cities in the 
territory of Ashdod and elsewhere among the 
Philistines. 7 God helped him against the Philistines, 
against the Arabs who lived in Gur-baal, and against the 
Meunites. 8 The Ammonites paid tribute to Uzziah, and 
his fame spread even to the border of Egypt, for he 
became very strong. 9 Moreover Uzziah built towers in 
Jerusalem at the Corner Gate, at the Valley Gate, and at 
the Angle, and fortified them... 
 
Pride and Apostasy 
16 But when he had become strong he grew proud, to 
his destruction. For he was false to the Lord his God, 
and entered the temple of the Lord to make offering on 
the altar of incense. 17 But the priest Azariah went in 
after him, with eighty priests of the Lord who were 
men of valor; 18 they withstood King Uzziah, and said 
to him, “It is not for you, Uzziah, to make offering to 
the Lord, but for the priests the descendants of Aaron, 
who are consecrated to make offering. Go out of the 
sanctuary; for you have done wrong, and it will bring 
you no honor from the Lord God.” 19 Then Uzziah was 
angry. Now he had a censer in his hand to make 
offering, and when he became angry with the priests a 
leprous[a] disease broke out on his forehead, in the 
presence of the priests in the house of the Lord, by the 
altar of incense. 20 When the chief priest Azariah, and 
all the priests, looked at him, he was leprous in his 
forehead. They hurried him out, and he himself hurried 
to get out, because the Lord had struck him. 21 King 
Uzziah was leprous to the day of his death, and being 
leprous lived in a separate house, for he was excluded 
from the house of the Lord. His son Jotham was in 
charge of the palace of the king, governing the people 
of the land 

Amos 1:1 & 2:6 - 2:16 ---  Judgment on Israel 
 
1:1 The words of Amos, who was among the shepherds 
of Tekoa, which he saw concerning Israel in the days of 
King Uzziah of Judah and in the days of King Jeroboam 
son of Joash of Israel, two years[a] before the 
earthquake. 
 
2:4 Thus says the Lord:For three transgressions of 
Judah, and for four, I will not revoke the punishment; 
because they have rejected the law of the Lord, and 
have not kept his statutes, but they have been led 
astray by the same lies after which their ancestors 
walked. 
5 So I will send a fire on Judah, and it shall devour the 
strongholds of Jerusalem. 
6 Thus says the Lord: For three transgressions of Israel, 
    and for four, I will not revoke the punishment; 
because they sell the righteous for silver, 
    and the needy for a pair of sandals— 
7 they who trample the head of the poor into the dust  
    of the earth, and push the afflicted out of the way; 
father and son go in to the same girl, 
    so that my holy name is profaned; 
8 they lay themselves down beside every altar on 
garments taken in pledge; and in the house of their 
God they drink wine bought with fines they imposed. 
9 Yet I destroyed the Amorite before them, whose 
height was like the height of cedars, and who was as 
strong as oaks; I destroyed his fruit above, and his roots 
beneath. 
10 Also I brought you up out of the land of Egypt, 
    and led you forty years in the wilderness, 
    to possess the land of the Amorite. 
11 And I raised up some of your children to be prophets 
    and some of your youths to be nazirites.[d] 
    Is it not indeed so, O people of Israel? says the Lord. 
12 But you made the nazirite drink wine, and 
commanded the prophets, saying, “You shall not 
prophesy.” 
13 So, I will press you down in your place, just as a cart 
presses down  when it is full of sheaves 
14 Flight shall perish from the swift,  and the strong 
shall not retain their strength,  nor shall the mighty 
save their lives; 
15 those who handle the bow shall not stand, and 
those who are swift of foot shall not save themselves, 
nor shall those who ride horses save their lives; 
16 and those who are stout of heart among the mighty 
    shall flee away naked in that day, says the Lord. 

 



 

Historical Text Wisdom Text  

1 Kings 4 - Solomon’s Administrative Officers 
 
King Solomon was king over all Israel, 2 and these were 
his high officials ...  Solomon had twelve officials over 
all Israel, who provided food for the king and his 
household; each one had to make provision for one 
month in the year. 8 These were their names ... And 
there was one official in the land of Judah. 
 
Magnificence of Solomon’s Rule 
20 Judah and Israel were as numerous as the sand by 
the sea; they ate and drank and were happy. 21 [a] 
Solomon was sovereign over all the kingdoms from the 
Euphrates to the land of the Philistines, even to the 
border of Egypt; they brought tribute and served 
Solomon all the days of his life. 
 
22 Solomon’s provision for one day was thirty cors of 
choice flour, and sixty cors of meal, 23 ten fat oxen, 
and twenty pasture-fed cattle, one hundred sheep, 
besides deer, gazelles, roebucks, and fatted fowl. 24 
For he had dominion over all the region west of the 
Euphrates from Tiphsah to Gaza, over all the kings west 
of the Euphrates; and he had peace on all sides. 25 
During Solomon’s lifetime Judah and Israel lived in 
safety, from Dan even to Beer-sheba, all of them under 
their vines and fig trees. 26 Solomon also had forty 
thousand stalls of horses for his chariots, and twelve 
thousand horsemen. 27 Those officials supplied 
provisions for King Solomon and for all who came to 
King Solomon’s table, each one in his month; they let 
nothing be lacking. 28 They also brought to the 
required place barley and straw for the horses and 
swift steeds, each according to his charge. 
 
29 God gave Solomon very great wisdom, discernment, 
and breadth of understanding as vast as the sand on 
the seashore, 30 so that Solomon’s wisdom surpassed 
the wisdom of all the people of the east, and all the 
wisdom of Egypt. 31 He was wiser than anyone else, 
wiser than Ethan the Ezrahite, and Heman, Calcol, and 
Darda, children of Mahol; his fame spread throughout 
all the surrounding nations. 32 He composed three 
thousand proverbs, and his songs numbered a 
thousand and five. 33 He would speak of trees, from 
the cedar that is in the Lebanon to the hyssop that 
grows in the wall; he would speak of animals, and birds, 
and reptiles, and fish. 34 People came from all the 
nations to hear the wisdom of Solomon; they came 
from all the kings of the earth who had heard of his 
wisdom. 

Psalm 72 - Prayer for Guidance and Support for the 
King - Of Solomon 
 
1 Give the king your justice, O God, 
    and your righteousness to a king’s son. 
2 May he judge your people with righteousness, 
    and your poor with justice. 
3 May the mountains yield prosperity for the people, 
    and the hills, in righteousness. 
4 May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, 
    give deliverance to the needy, 
    and crush the oppressor. 
... 
 
8 May he have dominion from sea to sea, 
    and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
9 May his foes[b] bow down before him, 
    and his enemies lick the dust. 
10 May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles 
    render him tribute, 
may the kings of Sheba and Seba 
    bring gifts. 
11 May all kings fall down before him, 
    all nations give him service. 
 
12 For he delivers the needy when they call, 
    the poor and those who have no helper. 
13 He has pity on the weak and the needy, 
    and saves the lives of the needy. 
14 From oppression and violence he redeems their life; 
    and precious is their blood in his sight. 
 
15 Long may he live!May gold of Sheba be given to him. 
May prayer be made for him continually, 
    and blessings invoked for him all day long. 
16 May there be abundance of grain in the land; 
    may it wave on the tops of the mountains; 
    may its fruit be like Lebanon; 
and may people blossom in the cities 
    like the grass of the field. 
17 May his name endure forever, 
    his fame continue as long as the sun. 
May all nations be blessed in him;[c] 
    may they pronounce him happy. 
 
18 Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 
    who alone does wondrous things. 
19 Blessed be his glorious name forever; 
    may his glory fill the whole earth. Amen and Amen. 
 
20 The prayers of David son of Jesse are ended. 

 


